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a noncompetitive nature which contribute to the common good, with
long-standing panels on the following subjects in the marine area:

aquaculture

diving physiology and technology

electronics and communications

facilities

geology

mining

seabottom surveys

Outside the marine area, panels on the following subjects are in op-
eration:

earthquake prediction

fire research

forage germplasm exchange and evaluation

forestry

mycoplasmosis

protein resources

toxic microorganisms

water research and technology

wind and seismic effects

conservation, recreation, and parks

The Japanese tend to take the UJNR program more seriously than
we do. For example, a line-item budget for it exists in Tokyo, whereas
the Americans search for funds from other programs to carry out their
obligations. The panels usually meet once a year, alternatively in each
country, to deliver papers and to make site visits. Each 5 years, the
results of the UJNR collaboration are published in a comprehensive
report, but interim reports are also disseminated to provide more
timely information.

Having attended many UJNR panel meetings and administrative
conferences in Japan, I have been struck by the enthusiasm displayed
by the participants, many of whom have been involved in UJNR ac-
tivities for a decade or more. This is not to say that the program is free
of problems. New panels are difficult to create because of funding lim-
itations. Old panels that have outlived their optimum usefulness are
difficult to abandon, for fear that they will be considered unsuccessful
by outsiders and therefore will reflect adversely on the participants.
With so many disparate panels in operation, they cannot all be of
equal quality or return equal benefits to either side, so in Washington,
particularly, officials who monitor the UJNR program but who are